🎬 THE VACCINE BEAT
A KTA Pharmacy News Special

Starring your school's top investigative reporters

Format: Student reporter(s) interview a pharmacist in a mock news segment
Tone: Funny, upbeat, age-appropriate — think kid news anchor energy
Audience: Elementary school students

🎙️ OPENING SHOT
[ON SCREEN: Dramatic "breaking news" style graphic. Upbeat, slightly over-the-top news music plays.]
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Holding a microphone, wearing a blazer, very serious face]
"Good evening— I mean, good morning— I mean... good DAY. I'm [Student Name], reporting LIVE from [School Name] Elementary, where we have a MAJOR story developing."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Shuffling papers they're clearly not reading]
"That's right. We have received reports — very serious reports — that there are tiny, invisible things out there. Things called... germs."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Gasps dramatically]
"Germs."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"Germs."
[Both stare at the camera in silence for a beat.]
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
"We went straight to the experts."
[CUT TO: Pharmacist, sitting across from the student reporters at a desk set up like a news interview. Reporters have notepads. One has a pencil tucked behind their ear.]

📰 SEGMENT 1 — Diseases We Don't Have to Worry About Anymore
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Reading from notepad very seriously]
"Thank you for being here. Now. We have received reports of a disease... called... smallpox."
[Looks up]
"Should we be scared?"
PHARMACIST:
[Trying not to laugh]
"Well — no. Actually, smallpox is one of the greatest success stories in medical history. It was one of the deadliest diseases ever known, responsible for hundreds of millions of deaths over thousands of years. And in 1980, the World Health Organization officially declared it completely eradicated. Gone. Off the planet."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Drops pencil dramatically]
"Gone. Off. The planet."
PHARMACIST:
"Gone off the planet."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"And how did we do that?"
PHARMACIST:
"Vaccines. A global vaccination campaign. Country by country, community by community — until there were simply no more cases left anywhere in the world."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[To camera, very gravely]
"Vaccines. We'll have more on this."

📰 SEGMENT 2 — Polio
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"Now. Our sources also mention something called... polio."
[Leans forward]
"What IS that? And why don't we hear about it anymore?"
PHARMACIST:
"Great question. Polio was a devastating disease, especially for children. In the 1950s, it was paralyzing tens of thousands of kids every single year in the United States alone. People were terrified of it — parents kept their kids home from swimming pools, movie theaters, anywhere crowds gathered."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Eyes wide]
"That sounds like... a lot."
PHARMACIST:
"It was. But then in 1955, Dr. Jonas Salk introduced the polio vaccine. Within just a few years, cases dropped by over 90 percent. Today, polio has been eliminated from most of the world — including the United States — entirely because of vaccination."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Scribbling furiously in notepad]
"Vaccines... stopped... a disease... that was... paralyzing... children."
[Looks up]
"This is a big story."
PHARMACIST:
[Smiling]
"It really is."

📰 SEGMENT 3 — How Do Vaccines Actually Work?
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
"Now, we have to ask the hard questions. The ones our viewers NEED to know."
[Clears throat]
"How does a vaccine... actually work? Like, what is it doing in there?"
[Points at own arm]
PHARMACIST:
"Okay, so think about it this way. Your immune system is like a really well-trained army. But it needs to know its enemy before it can fight it. A vaccine gives your immune system a sneak peek — a little preview — of a germ, without actually making you sick. Your body says 'oh, I know this one now,' and it builds up defenses. So if the real germ ever shows up later, your immune system is ready."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Nodding slowly]
"So the vaccine is basically... sending your immune system to training camp."
PHARMACIST:
"...That is actually a perfect way to put it. Yes."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[To Reporter 1, very smug]
"I should have been a scientist."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Ignoring them]
"Fascinating. And how long has this been going on? Who came up with this whole... vaccine idea?"
PHARMACIST:
"The concept of vaccination actually goes back to the late 1700s — a doctor named Edward Jenner noticed that milkmaids who got a mild disease called cowpox seemed to be protected from smallpox. He tested the idea, it worked, and modern vaccination was born. That was over 200 years ago."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[To camera]
"Over. Two hundred. Years. Our viewers need to know this."

📰 SEGMENT 4 — Community Immunity (The Big Idea)
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"Now. Here is what our viewers — the students of this school — really want to know."
[Very serious lean-in]
"Why does it matter if I get vaccinated? Like... I'm just one kid."
PHARMACIST:
"Ahh. This is my favorite question. So — imagine your class. What if almost everyone in your class had an umbrella on a rainy day, but a few people didn't?"
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
"The people without umbrellas would get wet."
PHARMACIST:
"Right. But what if the people WITH umbrellas stood close to those without, and kind of... shared the coverage?"
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Thinking]
"...Then fewer people get wet."
PHARMACIST:
"Exactly. That's what we call community immunity, or herd immunity. When enough people in a community are vaccinated, the disease has fewer people it can spread to. It runs out of places to go. And the people who CAN'T get vaccinated — babies who are too young, people going through chemotherapy, people with certain health conditions — they're protected because the rest of us formed that umbrella around them."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Genuinely moved, hand on heart]
"We're... the umbrella."
PHARMACIST:
"You're the umbrella."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[To camera, quietly]
"We're the umbrella, people."

🎬 SEGMENT 5 — The Close
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Back in full reporter mode]
"So let's recap for our viewers at home — or, in class."
[Counts on fingers]
"Vaccines wiped smallpox off the face of the earth."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"Vaccines stopped polio from paralyzing thousands of children."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
"Vaccines train your immune system so it's ready to fight."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"And when we all get vaccinated, we protect each other."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Turns to pharmacist]
"Any final words for our viewers?"
PHARMACIST:
"Just this — vaccines are one of the most powerful tools we have ever created to protect human life. And every single person who gets vaccinated is doing their part to keep their family, their school, and their whole community safe. It's one of the most important things you can do. And it's something kids can actually DO — right now — to make a difference."
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
[Nodding solemnly]
"Powerful words."
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
[Turns to camera]
"There you have it, folks. Get vaccinated. Protect your community. Be the umbrella."
[Pause]
STUDENT REPORTER 1:
"I'm [Student Name]—"
STUDENT REPORTER 2:
"And I'm [Student Name]—"
BOTH: "Reporting LIVE from [School Name] Elementary. Good day."
[Both reporters nod seriously at camera. Hold for a beat. One of them gives a thumbs up. The other swats their hand down.]
[OUTRO MUSIC + KTA Pharmacy logo]

🎥 PRODUCTION NOTES FOR FILMING
• The student reporters work best if they play it completely straight — the funnier they act like real news anchors, the better the comedy lands.
• Consider giving them a "news desk" (two desks pushed together with a tablecloth), a big microphone, and a fake earpiece.
• The pharmacist's reactions are key — let them be genuinely charmed by the kids' delivery.
• The "we're the umbrella" moment is your emotional landing — give it a beat of silence before the outro.
• Costume suggestion: blazers, clip-on ties, a notepad, pencil behind the ear, and an oversized press badge that says "VACCINE BEAT — PRESS."
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